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EAA Chapter 268
Meeting Minutes 02-16-2006
Prior to the meeting, an informal dinner was cooked and served from the Chapter 268 Chuck Wagon by Dave Holt.  The charge was only $3.00 per person.

This meeting of EAA Chapter 268 was held at Jon Hansen Aero on the Cobb County Airport (RYY) and was called to order by Chapter President Roger Doyle at 7:17 PM. 

Roger thanked Dave Holt for his efforts on the meal.  Roger asked the group if they would like to continue having a meal before meetings and the consensus appeared to be that approximately every other meeting would be good.

Two guests were introduced: Mike McElheny and Steve Glossner.  

Roger introduced our guest speaker, Robert Ormsby, Jr., and his assistant, Stacy Simpson Brown.  Bob, a Georgia Tech graduate and a retiree from Lockheed, enjoyed a noteworthy career in the aeronautical field.  Bob gave our Chapter a presentation on his current project and passion, the Aviation Museum at Marietta, Georgia.  Points made during the presentation included:

· The museum will be constructed and operated as a 501C(3) organization.
· The concept is to connect airplanes and people with a theme of “Preserve and Remember”.
· There will be static and interactive displays geared to telling the contributions made by the Marietta Lockheed plant to the community and to our nation.

· An objective is to inspire young minds by providing a thinking style of education as opposed to the memorizing style of education frequently employed these days. 
· The statistics on engineering in the United States are discouraging and in decline.

· Fewer high school graduates are choosing engineering for a profession.

· Fewer engineering technology degrees are being awarded.

· Forecasts show that as soon as 2010, 90% of the engineers in the world will be in or from Asia.

· The public school system is not being responsive to the need to encourage an interest in math and science for children.

· The plan for the museum is to spend two years raising money and one year erecting the building, leaving a target opening date sometime in 2009.

· The building will be a minimum of 30 thousand square feet.

· Founding memberships to the museum are available for $1,000.00.

Roger called a break to the meeting at 8:10 PM.
The meeting resumed at 8:20 PM.

The drawing was held for the leather jacket provided by EAA National as a fundraising tool for our Chapter.  The winner of the jacket was Ray Olson.  The raffle raised $112 for our Chapter.

Bill Swatling talked about the fly-out to the Southeast Aviation Museum at Birmingham Airport scheduled for Saturday, February 25.  New member Mike McElheny volunteered to fly a 4 seat plane, so there will be at least two planes going and seats are still available.  The plan is to leave from Calhoun airport around 9:00 AM.
Dave Holt said the next Young Eagles event is scheduled for Saturday, March 11, in front of Preferred Jet on McCollum airport.  Dave needs volunteers to work on the chuck wagon for YE events.  Please volunteer and make sure that Dave has your phone number and email address to facilitate coordination.  Future YE events are being planned for May, June, August and October.

Charles Spegele suggested that our Chapter become a founding member of the Aviation Museum at Marietta, Georgia, by donating $1000 from our savings.  The idea was well received by the membership.  Roger said that the idea will be presented for action at the next Board meeting.
Roger initiated discussion on the prospect of obtaining an aircraft project for our Chapter by reporting that the Sonerai was already taken and that a Stinson project evaluated by Jere Rosser was not recommended for purchase.
Roger described a Smith bi-plane project that was available for free.  This project is a single seat aircraft with wooden wings.  The welding has been completed.

Roger reported on his discussions with EAA National regarding a trial program that would allow local EAA chapters to have an airplane for use by chapter members.

There was an energetic discussion during which two of our members expressed strong opinions that our chapter should not pursue either a chapter airplane (should EAA National approve such a program) or a project airplane for members to complete and sell.  The principal argument against our Chapter doing anything was fear of liability exposure.  
The meeting was formally adjourned at 9:06 PM.
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